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Living Life on Life’s Terms

Matthew 3:13 “But John would have prevented Jesus” or as another translation reads, “But John kept on objecting” – here, and not for the last time, John really does appear as quite an “objectionable fellow”.

For even the most cursory reader with the skimpiest knowledge of theology and Scripture, the Baptism of Jesus presents a challenge. Why is it that the One worshipped, adored, praised as fully compassionate yet also completely without sin… why is it that this One requires to be baptized? Over the centuries there have been multiple attempts to explain the riddle, to simplify the complication, to answer the question. 

Perhaps in seeking to be baptized Jesus was accepting the call which would lead to the Cross? Perhaps He was accepting the condition of all men and women that we sin, we harm others and ourselves, even against our heart’s desire? Or, perhaps, our Lord subjected himself to John - this strange and outré man, with wild speech and even wilder dress s – perhaps he subjected himself to John because He sensed that by so doing his Father in heaven would endow Him with some special word, or power, or experience? For some, maybe a few, this story may even cause us to reflect on what it means to call Jesus “fully man”!

What do you think? 

But however we attempt to deal with this challenge, we all can surely understand the attitude of John Baptist. “You… to be baptized by me… really?”. So one translation has John “forbidding” Jesus, another raising an objection and our translation reads “John would have prevented him”.

I am the one who with one, maybe two fingers, can play “Chopsticks” on the piano… imagine if Dr. French asked me to play prelude and postlude for Sunday service? My response would be like John’s, “Really? I must object!”.

I am the one who with preparation can boil an egg or even rise to the dizzy heights of using a crock pot… imagine if White House Chef, Cristeta Pasia Comerford, requested my assistance in preparing a meal for a White House State Banquet? My response would be like John’s, “Really? I must object!”.

And I could continue but it would be embarrassing for me and I am sure you get the point; you can identify with John and sympathize with his reaction. Yes?

And yet John, encouraged by His Lord, inspired by Jesus’ encouragement, does “the next right thing”, lives “life on life’s term’s” and does what is required of him though he is surprised, feels unworthy and experiences that unsettling sense of being almost totally ill-equipped, unprepared and disqualified for the task!

By the wonders of internet I was introduced this morning the Rock Band “Bedlight for Blueeyes” – where I  heaven’s name does such a name come from? But anyway… this NJ band writes on the theme “Living Life on Life’s Terms”… be ready for the style… “Life on life's terms ain't easy, just gotta take it in
stride”.  By the way the Band played its debut in 2005 and in 2008 announced an indefinite hiatus – perhaps not too surprising! 




Living life on life’s terms, doing the next right thing, refusing to be dwarfed by challenges, overwhelmed by senses of inadequacy – all this, to use our Band’s earthy comment, all this “just ain’t easy”. But it is to engage with such tasks with such courage and with such hope that the Lord Jesus is ever urging us, encouraging us.

We may often feel in the beautiful words of the prophet Isaiah as a bruised reed, as a dimly burning wick but the promise of God is “a bruised reed, he will not break; a dimly burning wick, he will not quench” for we are his servants, his chosen, and in us his soul delights and so often our response like that of John Baptist is “Really? I must object!”.

Those to be baptized today may sometimes be tempted to despair, to retreat, to be paralyzed by a task before them… to them, to you, to me this is the word of the Lord, “You are my daughter, my son, my child! You are my Beloved and upon you my favour rests”. When I consider the pain and angst that I have suffered, when I reflect upon the distress and weariness of soul that I have heard from others… I realize that all too often, with tragic reliability, when faced with the great and glorious and gracious news of God’s love and acceptance and empowerment… I try to withdraw and I take up the lyric from John Baptist’s song, “Really? I must object?”

Living life on life’s terms with God is full of promise, and light and hope. I could not do it without Him and, at times, I truly wonder at those who do!
	
Perhaps puzzled, perhaps alarmed, John nevertheless moves forward…  and so in various translations we read Matthew 3:15 “he consents”, “he suffered him”, “he agreed”, and what I like for its simplicity… “he did it”.

I cannot mention the person’s name for obvious reasons but in these past days and weeks, I have been allowed to spend time with someone whose courage I find simply quite amazing. This person faces challenges of a kind I can hardly imagine or conceive. And with impressive resolution moves forward… “doing the next right thing”, “living life on life’s terms” and refuses to be cowed or made craven by trials and tests.

In companionship with Jesus, experiencing his love and forgiveness, aware of his grace and power… you, I, can do the “next right thing”.

It may be that the response to challenge of relationship, or work, or health prompts to utter “Really? I must object” but we can pray that we will move from that place to the place of “Let it be so now”.

John Baptist, my brave Philadelphian friend, Jesus leads the way… I truly want to follow… with you?
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